








LS17 SE preamps from
Audio Research. Not only
can cartridges of the Atlas’
level of achievement benefit
from the use of exemplary
ancillary components, they
demand them. I’'m sure that
with the Audio Research
Reference Phono 2 SE (or
their newly-announced
Reference Phono 10), or
any other upper-echelon
amplification, even more
performance can be
wrought from the Atlas.

If you can afford a cartridge
in this elevated price range,
and if the rest of your system
is up to the task, you really
must add the Atlas to your
shortlist. I'm not particularly
wealthy, so the Atlas’ asking
price represents a significant
investment for me. But
at the end of the day the
requisite sacrifices were
made and | put my money
where my mouth is: | bought
the review sample, and |
can’t think of any stronger
recommendation than that.
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Specifications

Description Medium weight, medium compliance, low-
impedance MC cartridge.

Frequency response 10 Hz to 50 kHz.

Output voltage 0.56 mV.

Channel separation 35 dB or better at 1 kHz.

Compliance 12 x 10-6 cm/dyne at 100 Hz.

Stylus size 3 x 70 pm.

Tracking force 1.65 to 1.75 g.

Recommended tracking force 1.72 g.

Recommended loading 104 Ohms to 887 Ohms into an MC
input, 5 Ohms to 15 Ohms via step-up transformer.

Weight 11.6 g, excluding stylus guard.

Serial number of unit reviewed AT0042.

Price $9,500.

Warranty One year non-transferable.

Manufacturer

Lyra Co. Ltd

Tokyo

Japan
www.lyraconnoisseur.com

North American Distributor
AudioQuest

2621 White Road

Irvine, CA 92614

USA

(949) 585-0111
www.lyraaudio.com

Associated Equipment

Analogue source Forsell Air Reference Mk 2 turntable and
arm.

Phono cartridge Lyra Atlas.

Phono stage Audio Research PH8, Allnic Audio Labs H-1200.
Preamp Audio Research SP-9 Mk 2, Audio Research LS17
SE.

Power amplifiers PrimaLuna ProLogue Sevens.

Speakers MartinLogan Spires.

Cables Phono: Nordost Frey. Interconnects: Nordost Frey.
Speaker: Nordost Frey. AC: stock.

Accessories Target and SolidSteel equipment stands; Mission
Isoplat; Furman Elite 15-PFi power conditioner; Audio Physic
cartridge demagnetiser; Acoustech carbon fibre brush; Last
record and stylus cleaning products; Audio Additives digital
stylus force gauge; Spin Clean Record Washer Mk II.
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Featured Record Review

%

Leonard Cohen
Old Ideas
Columbia Records (33-RPM 180g LP)
88697986711

Old Ideas is Cohen’s twelfth studio album. It consists of ten
tracks, including (the self-referential?) Going Home, Amen,
and Show Me the Place, the latter of which includes guest
lyrics from long-time Cohen friend and collaborator, Jennifer
Warnes.

The sound quality is very good, suiting the simple musical
arrangements and Cohen’s raspy, almost spoken, singing.

The album includes a copy of the CD, something |
wholeheartedly endorse and prefer to the more usual MP3

download codes. Having a CD enables listeners to rip the
music to whatever quality they prefer (I, of course, rip only to
uncompressed AIFF files!). Rich Teer
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Rock Record Reviews

COLDPLAY-PAR ACHUTES

Coldplay

Parachutes

Capitol Records (33-RPM 180g LP)
724352778317

Originally released in 2000, Parachutes
is Coldplay’s debut LP. The album
contains ten tracks, including their first
top-five hit, Yellow.

The music can be described as a
combination between alternate rock
and Britpop, and many of the songs
have a slower, almost melancholy,
tempo. In an interesting contrast to
the music, many of the tracks feature
lyrics that are positive or happy in feel,
a combination which is somewhat
reminiscent (to this listener, anyway) of
the late Lou Reed’s Perfect Day.

The sound quality is good (but not
exceptionally so), with reasonable

dynamics. As is to be expected for
music of this genre, image is pretty
flat in terms of depth, but left-to-right
panning is used to good effect. RT

Lee “Scratch” Perry

Masterpiece

Born Free Records (33-RPM 180g EP)
603408400412

This eight-track EP of reggae-style
songs contains several mixes of a track
called Mr. Upsetter, and several other
songs. Although reggae isn’t really my
cup of tea the music is quite enjoyable,
especially the opening track, Soul Man.

As for sound quality, it’s actually
pretty good! One thing’s for sure: your
system’s bass will get a good workout!
RT
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